Improvement of the reproductive performance of sows by treatment with a GnRH superactive analogue.
The effect of a Hungarian-made superactive analogue of GnRH (Ovurelin, D-Phe6-GnRH-EA, Reanal, Hungary) on the postpartal sexual function of sows was monitored. GnRH treatment was carried out on day 19 before weaning. The sows were inseminated at the first oestrus after weaning. GnRH treatment markedly increased litter size at weaning, substantially reduced (to 25 and 50%, respectively) the number of sows failing to come into oestrus after weaning, and increased the number of sows coming into oestrus within one week after weaning by 42.5% and 9%, respectively. These beneficial effects were particularly apparent on the far using closed management technology.